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 WRITTEN & PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTRIBUTIONS to 
the FOOTNOTES are welcome and encouraged. Please send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope if you would like your discs or 
photographs returned.
 EDITORIAL DEADLINE is the 1st day of each month 
prior to the publication month, i.e. February 1 for the March 
issue. The Editor reserves the right to edit for length and appropri-
ateness. Articles and classifi ed advertisements may be mailed, 

or emailed to the Editor’s attention.

 The FOOTNOTES currently reaches over 2,900+ people 
throughout North Carolina, the USA and Europe.
Advertising Rates: 

 Display Ads: Full page $90, one-half page $55, and 
one-quarter page $28. All rates quoted are per issue. Discounts 
for contracts paid in advance: 15% off – 12-month contract, 10% 
off – 6-month contract, and 5% off – 3-month contract. All adver-
tising must be coordinated/approved by Paul Hoecke 919/967-
2069. Rates are for ads run consecutively and all ads must be 
paid in advance. Ad copy must be submitted camera ready. All 
copy which must be altered or prepared for publication will result 
in the advertiser paying standard commercial rates for any work 
deemed necessary by the Editor.
 Such A Deal advertising is free to all Tarheel Chapter 
members. Ads submitted must not be longer than 40 words, not 
including name and telephone number. Ads submitted which are 
longer will be edited to suit our space limitations. Ads will run for 
three months only. Commercial advertising is not accepted in the 
such a deal section.
 Non-Members can advertise in this section for a fl at fee 
of $5 per issue (checks sent to Club P.O. Box). The same 40-word 
limitation plus name and telephone number applies.
 We appreciate the support of our advertisers, and while 
their ads’ presence in the FOOTNOTES does not necessarily 
imply endorsement or approval by the TARHEEL CHAPTER, 
we do encourage our members to consider our advertisers for the 
products and services they offer.
 The Tarheel BMW List provides a casual, online forum 
for chapter members to discuss BMWs and BMW CCA events 
and related topics of interest to local members.
 To begin getting the Tarheel BMW List, send an e-mail 
to tarheelbmw-subscribe@topica.com (make sure you send the 
email from the email address that you want to receive the list mes-
sages), or contact list administrator Frank Massaro at fmarch@
mindspring.com for assistance.
 The TARHEEL CHAPTER, BMW CCA, INC. (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Club”) is a non-profi t North Carolina corpora-
tion. The Club is in no way or manner connected with Bayerische 
Motoren Werke A. G. or BMW of North America, Inc. The Club’s 
mailing address is PO Box 30203 Charlotte, NC 28230. The 
TARHEEL FOOTNOTES is published by the Club on the fi rst 
of each month or on the fi rst postal business day thereafter. This 
publication and all its contents shall remain the property of the 
Club, and all information provided therein is provided by and 
for the members of the Club. Offi cially recognized chapters of 
BMW CCA and BMW ACA are granted permission to reprint or 
excerpt any material in the TARHEEL FOOTNOTES. The Club 
assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein. 
Unless otherwise noted, none of this information bears the status 
© factory approvedTM. The ideas, opinions, and suggestions 
expressed in regards to technical matters are those of the authors, 
and no authentication is implied. MODIFICATIONS UNDER-

TAKEN WITHIN THE WARRANTY PERIOD MIGHT VOID THE 

WARRANTY.



ON THE COVER:

This month, we’d like to give a warm Tarheel wel-
come to 39 new and returning members and as-
sociate members. This brings our total chapter 
membership to 3017! Our membership is the life-
blood of the Club. Without your participation, there 
would be no Club. We offer a wide variety of activi-

ties, and welcome the opportunity to get to know 
you better at some of these events. We encourage 
you to contact your Area Coordinator to fi nd out 
about local dinner meetings and other ways to get 
involved in YOUR club. Come join us, you’ll have a 
great time! 

New Bern Blitz Times Two:  What could be fi ner on a 
North Carolina summer day than getting out and grabbing 
some epic ice cream at one of the fi nest emporiums in 
the entire state?  We couldn’t think of anything either and 
when Alex Kordis, the Activity Coordinate for the Down 
East area suggested we “join forces”, it took barely a nano-
second to sign on.  Faster than a DCT shift at full chat in 
sport mode we, in The Triangle area said “yes”.  

Unlike normal events, this one didn’t have a long 
runway to prep.  In fact, in The Triangle we really only had 
a week to get a route together, organize a rally point and 

communicate the details.  No matter: the cabin fever is strong with this group!  Even though we had 
set the departure for a dramatically earlier than normal time of 8:15, we still 
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Mark Willey  Wilson NC
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PAUL HOECKE  Notes from the road
Surviving – With A Little Help

From My Club Friends

Remember when you were still in school – 
grade school probably? This time of year, with 
summer vacation a (hopefully) pleasant though 
rapidly receding memory, you would be back in 
your familiar classroom. You’d be wondering, per-
haps with some trepidation, what the new school 
year had in store for you. And chances are your 
fi rst assignment was something along the lines of 
‘What I did last Summer’.

Now, let’s fast forward and imagine that by 
some cosmic twist of fate you were directed to re-
prise that assignment today. What would you say 
about the summer just past? What could you say 
about a summer that felt longer and hotter than 
most any you’d lived through before because of 
the CV-19 pandemic and all the convoluted rules 
and restrictions it has imposed on your life?

Naturally, it’s a question I too have been pon-
dering of late. And you know what? I’d say that, all 
things considered, it hasn’t been all that bad.

On the face of it, my saying so may seem de-
lusional. You and I know full well that it’s been a 
crazy summer. Never mind the gloomy statistics 
reported in practically every newscast. Being se-
questered in your abode is, by itself, enough to 
drive you up the wall. And simple daily errands, 
like going to the local food store or post offi ce, 
have turned into carefully choreographed events. 
No wonder you feel like you’ve been transported 
to some Orwellian Brave New World. Except it’s 

real, and it sure isn’t brave; scary more like it. And 
as far as relief goes, the near future doesn’t look 
all that promising. In short, it sucks.

So, why do I still feel the way I do?  Oh sure; 
there’s what I’ve said before about surviving while 
stuck in this staycation mode. It made me focus 
on long neglected house, yard and car projects. 
And once a day’s work was done, I found other 
ways of taking my mind off the crappy spot we’re 
in. Like taking a quick exhilarating spin through 
the nearby countryside in the roadster; and read-
ing; and watching F1 races streamed live or reruns 
of last year’s Durham Bulls games I’d missed 
while having dinner with my sons. 

But what has been truly instrumental in giv-
ing me a boost – fi rmly shifting my mindset into 
the positive column if you will – these past few 
months is my long association with the Club. Say 
what?

Okay. Having said it, I wouldn’t blame you if 
you felt like echoing a chapter president of yore 
who once said: “It’s only a club, for goodness 
sakes!” Meaning in this case: What on earth does 
a car club have to do with coping with this New 
Normal, whatever that may be. Yet, it’s true, at 
least for me.  

You see, my circle of long-time club buddies 
has enabled me to do the one thing many other 
folks are missing – have safe in-person human in-
teraction outside of my home sphere.  In between 
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emailing and texting back and forth, this group of 
club compadres and I have found ways to regu-
larly enjoy face-to-face companionship. Which 
sure takes a huge edge off having to endure this 
pandemic-imposed, dystopian lifestyle. It’s not 
a large group, six at most, and its complement 
varies depending on the occasion. But it does 
the job. (Most of us being retired makes planning 
these get togethers a piece of cake.)

We’ve had lunch, weekly, preferably in an al 
fresco setting like an open-air porch, where social 
distancing is easy, and the UV radiation provided 
by our Carolina sun protects us from the Bug. 
(When monsoon-like rains or torrid temps make 
the outdoors unbearable, our fallback is Gene’s 
Garage Mahal. With hundreds of square feet of 
fl oor space and plenty of air circulation, it’s a safe 
substitute.) 

And some of us have caravanned, on back 
roads devoid of traffi c, to bucolic, uncrowded pic-
nic sites. Which today is about the safest way to 
socialize, whether you’re all sitting outdoors in a 
wide circle or chasing each other down a winding 
two lane. (Not to mention that it lets you main-
tain your driving skills, which otherwise would 
probably be on the endangered list.)

Having this resource, it’s no wonder I feel the 
past months haven’t been all that bad. I guess it’s 
easy to forget during normal times that the club 
is not just about social events, corrals and driver 
schools; it’s also a support system. As I see it, 
the bonds forged between like-minded car guys 
of both genders, while taking part in club events, 
and trading BMW wisdom, and reminiscing about 
past adventures, have a way of mastering chal-
lenges, even the serious one we face today.

On that note: I have an inkling that this whole 
pandemic thing has brought about a renewed 
feeling of some sort of kinship among true blue 
fans of our favorite marque. Why else would on-
coming BMW drivers, on several recent occasions, 
revive an old Club tradition long thought dead 
and buried, by greeting me (in the roadster) with 
a friendly wave or a fl ash of their high beams? 

Notably, all of them were driving M cars or 
roadsters; no SAVs!

Discover Your
Personal Mechanic
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swood@foraccents.com
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Greetings, fellow club racing fans.  
For BMW club racers, the start of fall this 

month would normally mean there’d be only a 
few events left on the Tire Rack BMW CCA Club 
Racing (CR) calendar. But as we all know only too 
well, 2020 isn’t a normal year. Or at least, it hasn’t 
been that, so far, especially not for members of 
our homegrown racing crowd.  

As a result of cancellations due to the pan-
demic during the fi rst half of the year, only two CR 
events have run, so far, in our neck of the woods 
– at Roebling Road in June and Summit Point in 
July, as reported here last month. The bulk of CR’s 
schedule has been crammed into the remaining 
fi ve months, and that in hopes that new restric-
tions caused by a resurging virus won’t rain on 
this parade.

Locally, this compressed late-season phase 
kicked off last month with two races, at NJMP’s 
Lightning circuit mid-month, and at Road Atlanta 
on the last weekend. However, since both events 
ran after our deadline for this report, results of 
these races will have to wait until next month’s 
FOOTNOTES. What we can tell you in the mean-
time is which local hot shoes showed up at these 
events.

The roster for the two-day, four-race NJMP 
event listed only one local driver, Spec E36 pilot 
Bert Howerton, competing against just one class 
rival in a fi eld of more than forty racers. However, 

the schedule for the Road Atlanta race, a three-
day, four-race affair, showed eight Tarheel Chapter 
entries – John Gardner (BM); Charles Harding and 
Krista Williams in C-Mod; DM racer Alex Goare; 
Tom Tice in Spec E36; and three perennial Spec 
E46 rivals: Brian Dehler, Amy Oldenburg and Al 
Pereida – in a contest that at press time listed a 
total of some thirty entries. (This assumes that 
extreme summer weather didn’t cause some of 
them to bail after we fi led this report. As Spec E36 
pilot Phil Antoine tells us, brutal temps at Sum-
mit Point forced him and several other drivers to 
sit out a couple of races, as well as leading one 
local driver to cancel outright.) Anyhow, we’ll see.

As far as upcoming club races go, the CR cal-
endar lists no eastern events this month, but it 
does show three races in October – at COTA, Wat-
kins Glen and CMP – with local drivers on the race 
card. In fact, it looks like most of the fi eld at the 
Kershaw race will be from our chapter. Like we’ve 
said before, this fl urry of activity suggests that 
certain local hot shoes are engaged in a serious 
race for championship points leading up to the 
season fi nale at Roebling Road in mid-December.

Turning to the local pro racing front: The last 
weekend in July saw BimmerWorld Racing (BWR) 
battle their GS competitors in Round 3 of the 
IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge series at Road 
America. The race proved to be a tough challenge 
for the team’s two entries, the #82 GT4 of James 

BY PAUL HOECKE
CLUB RACING REPORT
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And The Beat (And Heat) Goes On



TARHEEL CHAPTER 2020

* Not a Tarheel BMW CCA sponsored event

IN-PERSON EVENTS IN FLUX  - Our calendar is still in very much up in the air at this point - please check with event organizers as to the status of events after 
June 1st until further notice.

Sep 12 High Tailing it to Hycom Lake - Roxboro NC Robert McIsaac 919-880-8021 Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com
Oct 22-24 Corral at Charlotte Fall Autofair CMS Charlotte, NC Chris Webber 704-906-8876  Christopher.Webber@tarheelbmwcca.org
Oct 23-25 Fall HPDS - VIR Full Course  Phil Antoine   Details and Registration on MotorsportReg 
Oct 24-25 ///M Day at  Performance Center Greer, SC    Details and Registration on MotorsportReg 
Nov 11-13 *12 Hours of Sebring - Sebring FL      See website: sebringraceway.com
Nov 13 Fall VIR Charity LapsVIR   Robert McIsaac 919-880-8021 Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com
Dec 5 Danville Tank Museum Danville, NC  Robert McIsaac 919-880-8021 Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com
Dec 10-11 BMW CCA Club Race School Roebling Road Mike Hinkley   clubracing@tarheelbmwcca.org
Dec 11-13 BMW CCA Club Race  Roebling Road  Mike Hinkley   clubracing@tarheelbmwcca.org
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ON THE COVER:
had 14 Bimmers from Clayton ready join in the 
fray … with 29 hearty souls ready to enjoy the fi n-
ery from the Cow Café.

Meanwhile, over in Greenville, a quick 
weather check at 8am showed “clear now, pos-
sible thunderstorms late morning through the af-
ternoon”.  This could clearly put a damper on the 
run to New Bern for Brad’s Drink and homemade 
ice cream.  Wonder if members will bail due to 
the weather?  No matter … put a brave face on it 
… and the decision was made to “make the trek, 
rain or shine”, just to get out of the house!  The 
combination of the Down East and Hurricane ar-
eas rolled 4 Bimmers, and 8 more Bavarian faith-
ful participants to the mix.  They were all on the 
road shortly after Mickey’s little hand stroked past 
eight.

Almost concurrently, over in Clayton, the sec-
ond squadron gathered in the Harris Teeter park-
ing lot, and on a backup conference call, to review 
the event particulars.  Minimum use of four-
laners, maximum use of county, country, roads … 
warnings about wildlife on the move and gravel in 
the corners washed up from the recent hurricane.  
With that settled, we headed out in two groups as 
hungry Apex Hunters.  Ironically, each group was 
led by an M2, one in Long Beach Blue, the other 
in Alpine White (with stripes).  The cars peeling 
off from the rally point included a series of vin-
tage 5-ers, including a stunning M5, an E46, an ar-
ray of 3-series sedans and an i8 for good measure.  

Surprisingly this time around, no SAV’s!  
The route took us straight east at fi rst on 

a very cloudy and warm morning, with only a 
limited threat of showers.  The clouds kept the 
temps in check for a while, which was nice as we 
rolled past pastoral farm country.  In early August 
the corn is high, the beans are bushy and the to-
bacco ready to harvest.  Farm crews oddly enough 
provided the bulk of the traffi c as we ran across 
Wayne and Lenoir Counties, making our way to-
ward the old agricultural town of Kinston.  This 
time, we circumnavigated all the major popula-
tion centers, favoring roads that took us on many 
“paths” that had been named for families or func-
tions (e.g., dairies) from days gone by.  Plenty of 
cows and horses too, adding a certain aromatic 
ambiance to the whole experience for those who 
drive with windows in the down position.

One nice aspect of these back-road excur-
sions is that there are periodic options to dip into 
the powerband and explore the fi ner aspects of 
the Bavarian’s handling prowess.  All good things 
must come to an end, of course, and we fi nally 
had to grab a 4-lane highway for the last two doz-
en miles into New Bern, former capital of colonial 
North Carolina … and sister city to Bern, Switzer-
land.  After the high-speed hop on the Interstate, 
we made quick time across town and landed near 
the waterfront area at the confl uence of Neuse 
and Trent Rivers.  Once in town, the groups con-
nected bring the fi nal counts for the adventure 

Clay and Devin Jones and the duo of Nick Galante 
and Dillon Machavern in the #80 GT4. In a con-
test that ran clean and green for most of its two 
hours but ended under yellow on the very last lap, 
Clay qualifi ed 9th but Jones only managed to fi n-
ish 10th. Meanwhile, Galante started 13th while 
Machavern edged up to take the checker in 12th 
place. The best fi nish by a BMW team, in fi fth 
place overall, was posted by the Bill Auberlen/
Billy Foley duo in the #95 Turner GT4.

By now, BWR will have raced in Round 4 at 
VIR, which we expect to cover for you in our next 

report. However, renewed CV-19 restrictions in the 
Northeast have once more caused a reshuffl ing of 
the remaining IMSA schedule.  The 4-hour Round 
5 formerly set for Watkins Glen is instead under-
way at Road Atlanta as you read this; and the race 
originally set for mid-month at Lime Rock will 
now run as part of a Rounds 6 and 7 doublehead-
er at Mid-Ohio on the last weekend this month. 
The rest of the schedule – next month’s races, at 
Road Atlanta (again) and Laguna Seca, and the 
series fi nale at Sebring in November – was, so far, 
expected to be unaffected. So, stay tuned.



to 18 and 37, respectively!  That’s a lot of hungry 
Bimmer owners to feed!  

Transporting ourselves on foot from the park-
ing lots to the Pepsi Historic Site, a spin through 
the “pharmacy” and store where Caleb Davis Brad-
ham developed the formulation and sold “Brad’s 
Drink” which was later renamed Pepsi-Cola.  Fun 
fact:  did you know that the letters in Pepsi-Cola 
also spell Episcopal … which happens to be the 
church across the street from the pharmacy where 
the original alchemy took place! Coincidence?  
We may never know.  While this minor history les-
son was going on, some refreshed with a crisp, 
cold Pepsi from a 
glass bottle while 
strolling around 
the store viewing 
the original formu-
lation, timeline of 
events, memorabil-
ia, and the connec-
tion with Minges 
Bottling Group.

A suggestion 
to lunch at Per-
simmons (a local 
culinary highlight) 
gained full agree-
ment by many, who then took a straight-line stroll 
down Pollock Street to consume delectable cui-
sine and beverages.  Some members enjoyed out-
door seating overlooking the Neuse River while 
others sought the comfort of a cooler temperature 
with indoor dining.  The group was so big, howev-
er, we couldn’t all go to one place … a clear First 
World problem.  Fortunately, we had many, many 
options to choose from in town, with our group 
carefully dispersing to fi nd socially-distanced 
and safe places to enjoy time together.  With 
COVID-19 having seriously cramped our style in 
recent months, the chance to get out and explore 
new places, or familiar ones from past times, was 
oh-so-very welcomed.  Regardless of where one 
sat, the food was equally satisfying.  

Then came the call for dessert!  Tracing our 
steps back to the birthplace of Pepsi, a right turn 

and down half a block on Middle Street brought 
us to the Cow Café which is an iconic local place, 
with a 5-star rating.  They’ve been making their 
own dairy magic for decades and we were more 
than happy to contribute to their overarching suc-
cess on this day.  Lots and lots of smiles as we as-
sembled on the aptly named “Middle Street” and 
consumed the goods.

After exploring the shopping district for a 
while, it was time for The Triangle squadron to 
roll for home.  We managed to avoid showers for 
the day, but the forecast was for thunderstorms 
late in the afternoon, something we wanted to 

avoid.  We had put 
the scavenger hunt 
addresses into the 
GPS for the trip 
down; that made it 
particularly easy to 
reverse the course 
for getting home.  
With a smaller 
group of cars this 
time, we were able 
to make good time 
on some spectacu-
lar back rounds 
once we got north 

of Kinston.  One town we went through was Faro, 
site of a 1961 accident that involved an Air Force 
bomber and a lost A-bomb that has never been 
found.  Great story for another day.

Meanwhile, the Down East and Hurricane 
contingents broke off and lit their own Bimmers 
up for blasts back to Greenville and toward the 
Atlantic Ocean, respectively.  Another great time 
with fellow enthusiast was had.  The weather co-
operated, being typically hot and humid, marking 
a near perfect day for all the Bimmer faithful.

On a personal note, once home, it was time 
to kick back and give our M2 the spa treatment.  A 
long day of chasing apexes has a way of accumu-
lating bugs and other “foreign material”.  A little 
Griot’s Garage magic and we are ready for the next 
adventure to begin!  -Robert McIsaac
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The Way We Were?
Jett Murphy and Hank Thompson are checking 

the pre assembly of the SHRICK 304 degree cam 
to make sure everything is going to fi t correctly.  
Hank is an experienced engine builder and also 
race engine builder with a lot of m10 / 2002 ex-
perience from the race track.  Jett has purchased 
2 m10 / 2002s in order to make one nice car.  He 
has them both stripped to the bare bones and is 
reconstructing.

This engine is going to be a pretty hot num-
ber, it is bored out, will house J&E Pistons, dual 
45 dcoe Weber Carbs, and a nice header.  For a 
street machine this will defi nitely be a performer!  

The fi rst stumbling block was the guide plate 
for the cam would not fi t into the groove.  Hank 
pulled out another SHRICK cam that he had a 

316 and it fi t fi ne in the head and the guide plate 
fi t fi ne also.  After examining the cam closer 
Hank and Jett decided the a little fl at fi ling in the 
guide plate groove would fi x the problem.  We 
had made a quick call to VAC Motorsports but 
were unable to get the tech on the line.  The fl at 
fi ling worked perfectly and the SHRICK Cam was 
a beautiful piece of metalwork for sure, and it fi t 
nicely into the newly worked head and also with 
the guide plate installed.

During these crazy times of sickness it was 
sure nice to be able to visit the great garage of 
Hanks and watch the preassembly on the head 
and also tour the out back storage container, that 
is an article for another day.  -John Cochrane

Bookin’ it to Buckhorn!
The pandemic has fundamentally altered 

many aspects of American life and clearly cooled 
our ability to exercise our Bimmers for the past 
several months. While the pandemic is far, far 
from over, armed with a new “touch-less driving 
experience model”, The Triangle Area was set to 
put the Bimmers back in sport mode on Saturday, 
June 18. 

After a week of monsoon rains, the day 
dawned cool and gray with signifi cant low clouds, 
but no meaningful precipitation. Just about per-
fect conditions for blowing some carbon out of 
serious Bavarian iron. At the rally point in Wen-
dell, the BMWs kept coming. And coming. And 
coming!  By the time we were done counting we 
had 19 cars and 33 smiling faces ready to take the 



plunge. Our fi rst ever drivers meeting conducted 
on Zoom was fl awless. Some gathered in a big 
fi eld, others dialed in from across the parking lot. 
All were encouraged to enjoy the countryside, 
be aware of the local constabularies (especially 
in the aptly named town of “Justice”) and watch 
carefully for wildlife. Deer, bunnies, squirrels and 
birds are notable dangers ... but the big thing to 
watch for this time of year?  Turtles. Seriously big 
turtles. More on that later. 

Instead of a big group heading off in parade 
mode, we sortied in small squadrons of 3-5 Bim-
mers, the better to enjoy the tour with while not 
overwhelming the bathrooms along the way!  
Armed with a scavenger hunt list of places to go 
and addresses to check, folks had to rely on their 
sense of direction and their “Inner MacGyver” to 
complete the tour. Some folks got a little off the 
printed course, but no matter!  Cars came togeth-
er from across Wake, Johnston and Nash counties 
to descend on Bunn, NC ... arriving at the check-
points from different directions!  Key thing was 
that they did arrive, and no one was permanently 
lost!  In the meantime, everyone found Chubby’s 
Pizza, the Tar River Exploration experience and, 
most importantly, the Piggly Wiggly.

The Bimmers included a 1984 E30, a trio of 
X3’s, a gaggle of E46’s and an array of E90’s. Hot 
ride for the day was a nice tie between the two 
M3s which made magic music when they rumbled 

through town. 
Meanwhile, back at Buckhorn Lake, the ad-

vance party had stormed the beaches and secured 
the picnic tables under a suitably large dining 
enclosure that was “open air”. At a little short of 
noon, the cars began to fl ood the parking lot ... 
just as a summer sun burned through the clouds. 
Rob Sullivan’s sweet 335is was fi rst to complete 
the course and pop open a pic-a-nic basket. Game 
on for food! One little rub was that the county 
folks forgot to unlock the bathrooms, so a few 
hearty souls had to drive the 3.7 miles to visit the 
local Exxon station. Not bad if that was the worst 
thing that happened today. 

One lesson learned was check the order of 
the driving sheets. We managed to have one 
batch that were out of order, making for some in-
teresting moments for some of the “teams”. 

Oh, and the turtles?  As we were getting done 
with lunch a Wilson County Ranger appeared with 
an alligator turtle he’d saved on the highway and 
was depositing in the lake. Hard shell on that 
one!  And a seriously long neck. 

Bottom line was that a great time was had 
by all!  Touch-less Driving worked like a champ 
and we learned some cool new event tricks along 
the way. We will refi ne the process in the com-
ing weeks before we blast off for Stagville in July. 
The Bimmers are back, better than ever!  -Robert 
McIsaac
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Exploring Apexes and History at Stagville

With the COVID-19 pandemic showing no 
signs of abating, we have continued to refi ne our 
approach to conducting driving events in as safe 
a manner as possible.  We have perfected the 
“touchless” approach to these adventures, includ-
ing sharing all of the driving instructions and 
logistical support by way of e-mail.  We also have 
found that the scav-
enger hunt model for 
keeping small groups 
of drivers “generally” 
on the right track has 
gone surprisingly 
well.

July 18th dawned 
warm, sunny and hu-
mid, the perfect kind 
of Carolina summer 
day.  Confi dence in 
the logistics for these 
events is also high 
with a grand total of 
19 cars and 35 people 
joining in the fun.  
Two canine friends 
also joined the fray.  
The Bimmers included a pair of E36’s, a trio of 
E46’s, a pair of Z3M convertibles and an M2C that 
had freshly arrived from Texas.

Once again, Sean Beach and the team at 
Leith BMW made us very welcomed at the start 
of the day.  While they are not allowed to provide 
coffee and breakfast during these unusual times, 
we were still able to explore the show room, visit 
the parts department and enjoy the “free” air con-
ditioning!  A driver’s meeting that combined so-
cially distanced folks in the building and a Zoom 
call for those in the parking lot, worked well and 
we were set to roll.  Breaking into three squad-
rons to minimize the chance of overwhelming 
rest rooms along the way, we saddled up at 10am 

sharp and began the processes of peeling off for 
Durham county.  We staged out at fi ve-minute in-
tervals with a stunning red 435i, a brand new blue 
M340 and a vintage silver E36 M3 leading the 
fl ights.  The blitz took us out of Raleigh on back 
roads which quickly melted into an “out in the 
county” experience across parts of Wake and Dur-

ham counties.  The 
travel around Falls 
Lake was spectacular 
with a cloudless blue 
sky providing a per-
fect backdrop to the 
array of greenery that 
marks the height of 
summer in the Old 
North State.  While 
there was some 
traffi c to navigate, 
mostly made up of 
boaters traveling at 
a modest pace look-
ing for launch spots, 
we still found time 
to dip into the power 
band at appropriate 

points along the way for blasts of exuberance.  
We had to nail the binders a bit when we got 

to the metropolis of Butner, a cool little place 
north of Raleigh that served as a training camp 
for the US Army during World War II.  The NC Na-
tional Guard still uses it as a training ground and 
as we spilled out onto the north side of town we 
ran across an area where they keep old equipment 
as silent sentinels, on guard for the current sol-
diers and as a reminder of all the sacrifi ces made 
by those who trained there in the past.  Not much 
more surprising, of course, than cresting a rise on 
a twisting back road and fi nding yourself staring 
down the barrel of a 155mm howitzer.  That hap-
pened multiple times on the appropriately named 



Range Road.  You can almost hear the live rounds 
whistling overhead.  Snick-ing down a gear and 
dipping into the loud pedal provided an exhilarat-
ing way to create some meaningful distance be-
tween the artillery and the Tail of the Bimmer.

As we rolled through the tiny burg of Bahama 
(Ba-Hay-Ma), we hit a pivot point to spin south 
toward Stagville and a meaningful brush with 
history.  Stagville is, at one, a place that evokes 
mixed emotions.  This was at one point one of 
the largest plantations in the south in the pre-
Civil War era at 30,000 acres and was also the site 
where 900 enslaved Black Americans were forced 
to work and live.  The 19th century horrors of the 
place have given way to a 21st century spot that is 
bucolic and an ideal venue to contemplate where 
we are, where we’ve come from and what we can 
and should be in the future.  Both Duke University 
and the University of North Carolina play a cura-
tion role on what is still a very active archaeologi-
cal site.  Stagville continues to give up her secrets 
slowly and carefully to us now and remains an 
impressive place to experience a small taste of 
the causal factors which have led to an emerging 
awakening about social justice.

The grounds include a delightful picnic area 
behind the semi-closed visitors center.  For the 
moment, all tours are self-guided and outside, 
which was perfect … since we were essentially 
the only visitors for the day.  We grabbed all the 
picnic tables, all the surrounding green spaces for 
folding chairs, and had ourselves a right-proper 

lunch experience with old friends, and new, under 
the expanse of greenery that made for a cool spot 
on a remarkably warm day.  Correction: hot day!

As we were wrapping up lunch, a race-
prepped E30 rolled in, as if to punctuate a perfect 
day.  The owner lives close to Stagville and had 
fi nished putting it on the road the very morning of 
our picnic with a goal of regaling us with it.  Mis-
sion accomplished! The 1988 325i was the perfect 
“dessert” for our picnic; sounded great as it rolled 
in and drew us to it like bears to honey.  Next 
stop for the car is Virginia International Raceway, 
which seems like a really good idea for all of us.  
Grab the helmets and the driving gloves!

Too soon it seemed, it was time to head for 
home.  It was hot enough in the parking lot that 
I think we were melting as we fi red the Bimmers 
… and the air conditioning.  Rolling back onto 
the roads of Durham County, our vintage E36 M3 
leapt at the chance to explore more byways, and 
no highways, on the way home.  A bubble-bath at 

home for the vintage Bimmer made for a perfect 
end to a perfect day.  

Time to plan our next adventure.  North Caro-
lina has so many great places to visit that are hid-
ing in plain sight.  Terrifi c opportunity to stir the 
oil in the Bimmers and enjoy more friendships, 
even behind the masks.  -Robert McIsaac



ASHEVILLE AREA DINNER
Date: Last Tuesday each month
Time:  6:30 pm

Where: Different Location Each Month

 
All BMW marques are welcome (cars, motorcycles, 
Mini, Rolls, etc.).

Contact Chris Joyner at mrbimmer@fastmail.com for 
more information.

CAPE FEAR AREA
Date: 4th Thursday each month
Time:  6:30 pm

Where: The Forest restaurant at Cape 
 Fear National Golf Club
 1281 Cape Fear National Drive 
 Leland, NC 28451

Email Matt Sarkela for information at matt.sarke-
la@gmail.com.

CHARLOTTE AREA I DINNER
Date: 3rd Thursday each month
Time: 7 p.m.
Where:      WaldhornRestaurant 
                  12101Lancaster Hwy (Old Hwy 521) 
                  Pineville,NC
      (Locatednear Carolina Place Mall) 
     (704) 540-7047

We’re still hanging out at the Waldhorn Restau-
rant on the third Thursday of each month. Contact 
Chris Webber at H:(704) 523-9118 C: 704-906-8876 
or e-mail at christopher.b.webber@gmail.com 
to RSVP. Please join us (great German food and 
beer). See you there!

CHARLOTTE AREA II
Date: 1st Thursday each month
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: The Speedway Club at 
 Charlotte Motor Speedway
 5555 Parkway S., 6th Fl, Concord NC
Please email Andy Barbee for more information at 
clt2thbmwcca@gmail.com or (704) 701-2294

DOWNEAST AREA BREAKFAST (Greenville, Wilson 
Rocky Mt) 
Date: 1st Saturday each month
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Where: Scullery Coffee House and Creamery 
 431 Evans St
 Greenville, NC 27858

Email Alex Kordis for information at alexkordis@tar-
heelbmwcca.org

HURRICANE REGION AREA (New Bern, Jackson-
ville, Morehead City)

Contact Alex Kordis Area Cordinator for Down 
East at alexkordis@tarheelbmwcca.org if you are 
interested in joining them for meetings.

NORTHERN MOUNTAIN AREA DINNER
Date: 2nd Wednesday each month
Time:  6:30 p.m.
Where: Booneshine Brewery
              465 Industrial Park Drive
 Boone, NC  28607
 828-278-8006

Cost: Only what you eat and drink.
Contacts: John Cochrane (jgcochrane1968@gmail.
com) or Mike Langley (michaelrlangley@aol.com)

A fun gathering of BMW friends for a discussion of 
all things car related.

ROANOKE AREA 
Date: 2nd Tuesday each month
Time:  7:00 p.m.
Where: Pizza Pasta Pit
 1713 Riverview Dr.
 Salem, VA  24153

Near corner of Electric Road and Apperson Drive.  

Contact JoElla John jjohnmcoupe@aol.com or Scott 
Donaldson roanoke.tarheel.bmwcca@gmail.com for 
mor information.

SANDHILLS AREA
Date: 4th Wednesday each month
Time:  7:p.m.
Where: ScrubOaks

LOCAL SCENE
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SOME IN-PERSON EVENTS ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Contact event organizers for updates and alternative vertual events



 5780 Ramsey St #108
 Fayetteville, NC  28311

ScrubOaks is a contemporary american restaurant 
that also offers a great sports bar setting. Many reg-
ulars frequent the Kings Grant golf club and stop by 
afterward for a meal. Wednesdays offer half off wine 
(bottle and glass)

Contact Danny Miller for more information mperfor-
mancelife@gmail.com

TRIAD AREA WEST DINNER (Winston-Salem)
Date: 2nd Tuesday each month
Time:  6:00 p.m. Drinks, 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Where:  Sixty Six Grill and Taphouse
 3440 Frontis Street
 Winston-Salem 27103

Please contact Marc Schatell for more information at 
marc@tarheelbmwcca.org

TRIAD AREA EAST DINNER (Greensboro)
Date: 1st Tuesday each month
Time:  5:30 p.m.
Where: Mac’s Speed Shop
 1218 Battleground Ave
 Greensboro, NC  27408

Please contact David Harrison for more information 
david.harrison@outlook.com

TRIANGLE AREA DINNER (RALEIGH)
Date: 3rd Tuesday each month
Time:  6:00 p.m. Tire Kickin’, 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Where: Farina Neighborhood Italian
 Lafayette Village
 8450 Honeycutt Rd #100
 Raleigh 

Please contact Robert McIsaac for more information 
at raleigh.bmwcca.activities@gmail.com

TRIANGLE AREA DINNER (CHAPEL HILL)

NONE SCHEDULED AT THIS TIME

The Triangle’s Choice For Auto 
Body

Locally Owned

Family Operated

Community Focused

Serving The Triangle For 30 Years

Kenny Hawkins Automotive
605 Germantown Road

Raleigh, NC 27607
(919) 851-0242

 * Early and late model BMW’s    

(Call for motorcycle maintenance)

* Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or 

BMW Original parts

* Many years of experience exclusively with 

BMW repairs, maintenance, and modifi -

cations and race prep (Club events)

* Latest Diagnostic Equipment

Chris Joyner, Owner/Technician

76 South Market Street

Asheville, NC 28801

(828) 398-0325 mrbimmer@fastmail.com

Hours: 9:00 – 6:00 Monday through Friday

Joyner’s EST. 1993

An Independent BMW Specialist

SOME IN-PERSON EVENTS ON HOLD UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Contact event organizers for updates and alternative vertual events



Footnotes classifi ed ads are free 
to members in good standing of 
the BMW CCA. Nonmembers can 
also place advertisements here for 
$5.00 per month (see inside front 
cover). Please enclose all necessary 
information with your advertisement. 
Unless you tell us otherwise, your 
ad will appear here for three (3) 
consecutive issues. Classifi ed 
advertisements can be emailed to 
the Editor’s attention at newsletter@
tarheelbmwcca.org.

BMW CARS FOR SALE:

1998 BMW Z-3 Roadster 2.8 liter 6 
cylinder engine, 5 speed transmission, 
RWD, traction control, ABS (4 wheel), 
air conditioning, power windows, power 
locks, cruise control, power steering, 
dual air bags, side air bags, dual power 
leather seats, alloy wheels, hunter 
green, asking $6995, call 704-530-
3695 ask for Sherie, or email me at 
sheriebrooks57@gmail.com

2004 X-5 3.0i SAV VIN # 5UXFA-
13544LU28676
6 CYLINDER ENGINE
4 WHEEL DRIVE
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
FULLY LOADED WITH POWER WIN-
DOWS, LOCKS, LEATHER SEATS, 
STEERING
DUAL AIRBAGS
CRUISE CONTROL
AIR CONDITIONING
BRUSHED BRONZE WITH BLACK 
INTERIOR
ASKING $4995
CALL 704-530-3695 AND ASK 
FOR SHERIE OR EMAIL ME AT 
sheriebrooks57@gmail.com

2012 BMW 135i coupe VIN 
WBAUC9C56CVM11928, Schwarz 2 
black/black Boston leather, 76K miles, 
N55 engine, 7-speed DCT with paddle 
shifters, full M-Sports Package (seats, 
steering wheel, suspension, body kit, 

M badges), power and heated sport 
seats, Xenons. Third owner, always a 
NC car, clean Carfax and title, no ac-
cidents. I purchased from Leith BMW in 
Raleigh. Extremely straight body with 
no dings, dents or scratches, and no 
curb rash on wheels. Non-runfl at tires. 
Price $17K. 30 year BMWCCA mem-
ber. Car is in Raleigh. Please contact 
mberland@nc.rr.com

E30 Convertible This is a car that 
I have owned for some 28 years w 
100250 accurate miles to date. Good 
Black original Paint.  Interior Beige 
leather. We replaced some of the bol-
sters, and had the roof restiched. Dash 
is solid. It has now been stored for over 
a year in Eastern NC under a fi tted 
cover. Sale forced by limited garage 
space.  Looking for $ 7500  jdale@
ec.rr.com

BMW PARTS FOR SALE:

E90 Wagon Cargo Cover Good condi-
tion, grey color. This is free to a good 
home, buyer pays shipping if not local 
pickup. I am located in Charlotte. Email 
at pengel@bellsouth.net.

Schroth E46 Quick Fit Pro Harness 
Black 4 point driver’s side harness by 
Schroth Racing made specifi cally for 
the E46 BMW.   For sale new at Turner 
Motorsports: https://www.turnermotors-
port.com/p-390805-e46-schroth-quick-
fi t-pro-harnesses/?pdk=AgEB   This 
is a complete harness including the 
two outboard anchors and grips added 
to the ends of the shoulder and lap 
belts.  I used this in my E46 330ci and 
it really keeps you fi rmly in your seat 
during track days!  I no longer track this 
car and I have removed the harness 
which is in excellent condition.  Original 
purchase documents available.  $200 
including shipping within the continen-
tal USA.  Paypal or cashier’s check.  
4535rhs@gmail.com

Yakima Fork Mount Bike Roof Rack 
Complete setup to roof carry two 

bikes, lockable (with key).  Includes 2 
Copperhead Rails mounted to Yakima 
round bar type mounts and I have the 
bases for BMW E34 Touring.  Thoses 
bases may fi t other BMW models as 
well.  Or Copperhead rails can be used 
with your existing round or square bar 
type factory rack.  $150. OBO email 
rblood@yahoo.com  Concord NC

MISCELLANEOUS:

Tarheel Chapter BMW CCA Email 
List Join us online:  The “list” provides 
a casual, online forum for chapter 
members to discuss BMW’s and BMW 
CCA events and related topics of inter-
est to local members. Basically it’s a 
sort of electronic discussion board, 
almost anything is free game, as long 
as it has some connection to BMW’s 
(no matter how remote the connection 
might be).
To join the list surf on out to:  http://
www.topica.com/lists/tarheelbmw/  Info 
on how to subscribe or unsubscribe 
can be found on this page.  If you want 
a shortcut to subscribe- simply send 
an email to tarheelbmw-subscribe@
topica.com. (make sure you send the 
email from the email address that you 
want to receive the list messages!!)

THE 02 GROUP A special interest 
group for 2002 owners in NC. For more 
information about the group and how 
to join, check out our website: www.
the02group.org

The Z-Series Car Club of America 
(ZSCCA) is a national special inter-
est group of BMWCCA dedicated to 
the enjoyment of all Z-Series BMW’s.  
Several local groups are active in VA 
and NC.  Find us on Facebook, or at 
zscca.org

SUCH A DEAL
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Brilliant Blowing Rock! 
NC Balloon Tribute, Boone and The Highlands All Await … 

• What: A weekend adventure to Western NC to explore the fall beauty in the area.  This is also a 
chance to take in the NC Balloon Tribute, the Linville Gorge, Grandfather Mountain, Little 
Switzerland and a bevy of brilliant sightseeing adventures that are waiting to be “unpacked”.  
Downtown Blowing Rock has a great set of culinary and microbrewery adventures to also be 
explored!  Dining and Driving away across the Old North State heads west.

• When: Depart on Thursday, October 15, 2020 at 10:00am. Come early for coffee at 9:00am! 
• Where:  Departure from Leith BMW, 5603 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, NC 27616
• Objective: A fun and enjoyable weekend away that offers great driving, terrific food and some 

fantastically interesting adventures … and fall foliage!
• Where to Stay: Hemlock Inn, 134 Morris St Box 422, PO Box 422, Blowing Rock, NC (828-295-7987).  

The Inn at Ragged Gardens, 203 Sunset Dr, Blowing Rock, NC (828-295-9703).  Green Park Inn, 9239 
Valley Blvd, Blowing Rock, NC (828-414-9230). Many other options but don’t wait too long!  Make 
your own reservations for Thursday, Friday, Saturday nights. 

• Duration: Depart on Thursday (10/15) morning … home on Sunday afternoon (10/18). 
• Contact Information:  For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at 

Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012.  

High Tailing It To Hyco Lake …
Country Roads Take us to the Virginia State Line

• What: A late-summer cruise to visit Hyco Lake, a crown jewel of parks in north-central 
North Carolina.  Almost on the Virginia Line, this is a fantastic location that is the back
yard for Virginia International Raceway.  This is a picnic adventure with a Bavarian Twist.

• When: Saturday, September 12th at 10am sharp. 
• Where:  Departure from Leith BMW, 5603 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, NC 27616 . Come any 

time after 9am for tire kicking and coffee drinking.  Driver / navigator meeting at 9:45. 
Who: Rob McIsaac is organizing the event.

• Objective: An opportunity to explore some great roads with some good friends as we 
revel in the late summer beauty of the Old North State. Bring food, beverages, masks 
and a sense of adventure!

• Duration: Figure 6 hours of driving and sightseeing. If we roll at 10, expect to be done 
by between 3 and 4. 

• Contact Information:  For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at 
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012. 



END GAME

Nick’s new ride!
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Footnotes classifi eds... 

Ads are free to members in good standing of the BMW CCA. 
Non-members can also place advertisements here for $5.00 
per month. Please enclose all necessary information with 
your advertisement.

Unless you tell us otherwise, your ad will appear here for 
three (3) consecutive issues.

Classifi ed advertisements can be 
emailed to the Editor’s attention at: 

newsletter@tarheelbmwcca.org 

WANTED: 
Your photos and sto-
ries.

Got a tale to tell about your 
Bimmer, photos you want 
to share with your fellow 
Footnotes readers, or just 
a suggestion?
Email your submissions to 
newsletter@tarheelbmwcca.
org.
Come on, you can do it... 
We would love to hear from 
you!
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OOne Stop Collision Repair Center  
Over 50 Years Combined Experience 

All Makes & Models Welcome 
All Insurance Companies Accepted 

Frame Work & PDR Available 
 

Owner Scott McDuffie – Member Since 1989 
3510 E. Wendover Ave, Greensboro, NC 27405 

(336) 375-4516 

Living History @ Speed!
Remembering The Battle of Guilford Courthouse

• What: A mid-fall cruise to visit The Guilford Courthouse National Park, site of a famous 
Revolutionary War Battle in 1781.  Near Greensboro, this beautiful park in a historic site offers a 
great venue for a delightful picnic, and some communing with both nature and history.  This is a 
picnic adventure with a Bavarian Twist.

• When: Saturday, October 17th at 10am sharp. 
• Where:  Departure from Leith BMW, 5603 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, NC 27616 . Come any time after 

9am for tire kicking and coffee drinking.  Driver / navigator meeting at 9:45. Who: Rob McIsaac is 
organizing the event.  Dial in option: 919-588-2096

• Objective: An opportunity to explore some great roads with some good friends as we revel in the 
fall beauty of the Old North State. Bring food, beverages, masks and a sense of adventure!

• Duration: Figure 6 hours of driving and sightseeing. If we roll at 10, expect to be done by between 3 
and 4.  Pete Osta has organized this event!

• Contact Information:  For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at 
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012. 
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High Tailing it to Hycom Lake - Roxboro NC
September 12, 2020


